
Town Council Meeting

Trails and Greenways Committee Status – Proposed “Twin 

Lakes” Trail Alignment

Monday May 1st, 2017

Malabar T&G Committee Presenters:

Drew Thompson, Chair, T&G

Murray Hann, Chair, BPTAC



• Showcase Projects 
represent the best of 
Brevard County

• The Brevard County Space 
Coast Transportation 
Planning Organization 
(SCTPO), has defined 5 
Showcase projects, one of 
which is the South 
Brevard “Al Tuttle” trail

• Goal of this presentation 
is to introduce a proposed 
trail alignment connecting 
Malabar southward to 
Grant-Valkaria

2



3



4

Area of interest
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• Planning session held Jan 12, 2017 in a joint workshop 
between the Malabar Trails and Greenways Committee, 
and the Grant-Valkaria Greenways and Trails Board

• Summary: After extensive review and discussion of 
alternatives, the Twin Lakes Alignment is believed to be 
the best trail connections between the two towns
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Trail Connectivity – Malabar’s Trail System South of Malabar Road



Malabar to Grant-Valkaria “Town Connector” Trail –
Twin Lakes Alternative

• Currently the South Brevard Linear Trail Alignment (Defined by the 
SCTPO) runs down the Marie Street ROW, and encounters ~1000-
1200 feet of wetlands in the Jordan Scrub area

• The current alignment would necessitate a very long boardwalk 
section, which is not compatible with equestrian use

• An alternative route, through the EEL Pgm Jordan Scrub preserve 
would offer a much more appealing route, for several reasons: 

1. Utilize mostly existing double-trac trails
2. Much less boardwalk required
3. Much better experience for the user. 

• The EEL Pgm Jordan Scrub Management Plan envisioned that the 
South Brevard Linear Trail may need to run through Jordan Scrub, 
and this is included in the current management plan 

• The Greenways and Trails Committee/Board of both Malabar and G-
V believe the alternative shown here is  a much better route:  It 
would have far less environmental impact, less boardwalk, and 
would provide a better user experience.  



Malabar Sand Hill Trailhead

Down W side of Marie: ROW secured

Down E side of Marie: ROW secured



Down W Firebreak of 
Coastal Jewel: On easement 
included in Management 
plan

On ROW of Jordan Blvd 
(Malabar).  Option shown to 
connect Harris plant to trail 
system

Harris Malabar



~1200 foot long 
wetland on proposed 
Marie Street Corridor 
– will require 
boardwalk not 
compatible with 
horses

On Jordan Blvd ROW

Follows existing Trail 
(see Photos)

Photos
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Follows existing Trail 
or fire breaks (see 
Photos)

This area seasonally 
wet – but trail is the 
low point (old worn 
deep ATV trail)

Options
South



Twin Lakes Trail Alignment Summary

• This shows an all public property trail, which will result in a better user experience, 
and especially serve equestrian riders better – with less environmental impact

• Please consider the draft resolution for a future meeting – we believe Malabar 
should establish the Twin lakes Alignment as the preferred alignment moving 
forward

• The G-V Greenways and Trails Board has expressed that they wish to take a similar 
resolution to their Town Council, in Support of Malabar’s Twin Lakes Alignment

• Moving forward, we would likely be requested to present this Alignment to the EEL 
Pgm Recreation and Education Advisory Committee (REAC), and then further to 
the EEL Pgm Selection and Management Committee (SMC)

• Also, consider appointing someone to brief our County Commissioner (John Tobia), 
so that he is aware of this matter, as it will come before the BOCC. 

• Options exist for better connectivity to the South from the S end of Jordan Blvd, 
but require ROW acquisition via some method – see options that follow
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Options South:  Goal is to Reach Existing G-V Bike path on Valkaria Rd

18

Good Thunder

Brevard County Parks

Harris Corp

Redensic Trust

Brev County
Airports

GT

Good 
Thunder

Options
South

H
R

S

EELp Jordan Scrub 
Sanctuary
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Good Thunder

Brevard County Parks

Harris Corp

Redensic Trust

Brev County
Airports

GT

Good 
Thunder

Options
South

H
R

S

Harris Option:  Harris Owns Property that Jumps to Brevard Parks Property on 
Goat Creek
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Good Thunder

Brevard County Parks

Harris Corp

Redensic Trust

Brev County
Airports

GT

Good 
Thunder

Options
South

H
R

S

Redensic Option:  Any Route to Henderson Blvd, Graddic, or the Bike Path
(Possibly adding this feature to a development option for this property ?)
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Good Thunder

Brevard County Parks

Harris Corp

Redensic Trust

Brev County
Airports

GT

Good 
Thunder

Options
South

H
R

S

Good Thunder Option:  Any Route to the Bike Path



Path Forward 

• The Malabar Trails and Greenways Committee would 
like to continue looking for the best option South to 
Grant-Valkaria

• Suggest that members of the Trails and Greenways 
Committee make informal inquiries to determine if 
there is any interest, or if more appropriate, ask if 
Doug Hoyt could make those inquiries more formally. 
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Backup:  Trail Going Into Jordan Scrub is Allowed Per 
Management Plan Now, As a Natural Road-base Trail


